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Lord Steve Bassam 
Place Director, Business in the Community 

Lord Bassam began his career working as a legal adviser in Deptford’s Law Centre, moving 
on to several senior research roles in London local government. He served as an assistant 
secretary at the Association of Metropolitan Authorities, before consulting in the private 
sector for KPMG and Capita. 

Lord Bassam became involved in local politics in the early 1980s and quickly rose to become 
Leader of Brighton, and then Brighton and Hove City Council. In November 1997, he was 
created a life peer and introduced into the House of Lords. Bassam was promoted to the 
frontbenches as Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Office in 1999. In 
2001, he was appointed a Lord-in-waiting where he served until 2009. During the same 
period, he served at various times as Government spokesman for several other 
departments, including Communities and Local Government, Culture Media and Sport, and 
Transport. He was Chief Whip for 10 years. 

In 2018/19 he chaired and authored a report as Chair of the Lords Select Committee on The 
Future of Seaside Towns, which recommended the expansion of town deals and argued for 
improved connectivity and levelling up. In 2020, Lord Bassam was appointed as Co-Director 
of Business in the Community’s Place Programme. 

 


